Open Letter to the
International Shooting Sport Federation

From the Kuwait Society for the Protection of Animals and
Their Habitat (K'S PATH)

Sunday, August 11, 2013

President Olegario Vazquez Rafia

ISSF Headquarter
Bavariaring 21

D-80336 Miinchen Germany
Phone: +49 89 544 355 0
Fax: +49 89 544 355 44

Dear Mr. Rana,

The State of Kuwait is a rapidly developing country struggling to keep
pace with it’s own progress. As the preeminent animal welfare
organization in the country, it is our role to ensure that animal issues
keep pace with national development. For that reason, we have
dedicated tremendous time and resources in the past four years to
establishing a humane animal control program to bring under control
the packs of stray dogs that thrive outside of Kuwait City. We have been
very successful in working toward that goal, but there is still much work
to be done.

We were therefore extremely disheartened to learn that a 3-year-old
girl was recently mauled by a group of stray dogs. This constitutes the
very tragedy we had been striving to avoid, both for the sake of our
children and for the sake the dogs of Kuwait. Without exception, this is
an incident that demands action; the cogs of government and civil
society are currently in motion to find a high-level solution to this
problem so that we can truly prevent future attacks.

For the past three years, we at K'S PATH have been operating a humane
animal control program for all of the oil assets in Kuwait and their
surrounding areas—more than 73% of the country. Through this
program, we have become exceptionally proficient in the capture of



stray dogs, regardless of how difficult they are to catch. The citizenry
and business establishments of Kuwait therefore call us when they need
help dealing with stray dogs.

In the case of this little girl who was attacked, we received no inquiry.
Instead, several individuals have embarked upon a campaign of killing
to remove dogs from various parts of Kuwait. I understand the
compulsion to take action against these dogs. In fact, we as K'S PATH
would have captured and euthanized them ourselves, judging that to be
the correct course of action. These individuals, however, did not call us
or even stop with the original six dogs. They have gone on to kill at least
80 dogs that we can confirm through their own declarations. These
individuals did not, however, stop at shooting dogs. They have gone on
to maim, dismember, decapitate, stab and run over dogs, bragging about
these malicious acts in public forums. The mauling of a little girl is
tragic, but it does not justify the actions of these people.

It is my duty to inform you that at least three of the individuals involved
in these atrocities compete at ISSF events and that myself and the
supporters of K’S PATH, indeed supporters of animal dignity
everywhere, strongly urge you not to let these individuals represent
Kuwait at any future ISSF event. They have brought shame upon our
country through their sadistic acts and do not deserve to represent us at
any event. [ will list their names in a private communication attached to
this document for legal purposes.

As an expert marksman and an avid shooter, [ have always supported
the sport of competitive shooting. Dogs, however, are not targets, and
they are not prey. They are sentient beings that deserve either a good
life or at least a dignified and painless death. Good people everywhere
are shocked by the horrifying images of decapitated dogs emerging from
these competitors, and I hope that you will take firm action against
them.

Sincerely,
John Peaveler
Managing Director,

Kuwait Society for the Protection of Animals and Their Habitat
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